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From Our Branch Manager 
Hello  from  Portola  Valley  Library! 
Whether  you  have  recently  discovered 
us  or  have  been  a  loyal  supporter  for 
years,  we  know  that  you  wil l  find 
something to explore and enjoy with us. 
In  addition  to  ever-growing  collections 
of items to check out, we are busy with 
programs  and  events.  You  can  always 
browse our collection or see the calendar 
of events on our website or by signing up 
for  our  email  newsletter.  Let  us  know 
what you are excited about! 
We  take  great  pride  in  providing  a 
gathering  place  that  surprises  and 
delights  with  new  ways  to  learn.  We 
enjoy  bringing  high-tech  gadgets  and 
tools such as 3D printers, laptops, wi-fi, 
virtual reality, and the latest gaming and 
coding apps to the community. We love 
to  provide  our  babies,  kids,  and  teens 
with  engaging  and  dynamic  programs 
that  build  their  love  for  reading  and 
make  learning  and  exploration  fun  and 
exciting. And we also like to slow down 
at times and chat over a great story or 
just enjoy a warm beverage on a cool day. 
We become many  things  throughout  a 
typical  day  but  we  are  always  your 
community library. 
Every  year,  the  Friends  of  the  Portola 
Valley  Library  enable  and  enhance  the 
programs and services the Library offers 
to  all  in  our  community  through  their 
financ ia l  suppor t ,  advocacy,  and 
volunteerism.  Your  partnership  in 
supporting our community through the 
Friends is essential and appreciated!

             Garrett Kuramoto                                        
kuramoto@smcl.org

Portola Valley Library is a Great Resource! 
I  seldom found  the  time  to  visit  the  Portola  Valley  Library  until  I 
retired. Now with a commitment to read novels, I check out books and 
audio books every few weeks! The DVD section is comprehensive and 
the programs/events offered are interesting and informative.
I  appreciate  the work that  goes  into maintaining and enhancing this 
library  so  much  that  I’ve  recently  joined  the  Friends  of  the  Portola 
Valley Library as a board member. This wonderful group of dedicated 
community  members  supports  the  development  and  use  of  library 
resources for the benefit of local residents and visitors. These services 
include library programs and cultural enrichment events for all ages. We 
welcome everyone’s input about new programs and activities.
We hope you will  join us in our efforts to enrich library experiences. 
Your  yearly  contributions  enable  us  to  continue  to  help  enlighten, 
educate,  and entertain  the people  in  our  wonderful  community.  Your 
help  is  essential  to  the  continuation  of  our  efforts,  and  your  tax-
deductible gift of any amount is very much appreciated. Please check 
out  our  website  for  more  information  (www.fopvl.org).  You  may  also 
want to pick up a calendar of monthly events when you next visit the 
library. We think you will be surprised by the diversity of programs and 
events offered each month.
                                                                                          Sally Shimada-Lee

Patrons enjoying tea and books after Wednesday Tai Chi Class
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Celebrating Poetry! 
The Portola Valley Library has been celebrating poetry and local 
poets for 19 years. Initially supported by the Roush Family, then by 
Bill and Jean Lane, it is now funded by community donations to 
FOPVL.
On April 26, young poets and their families gathered at the Town 
Center  to  hear  selected  entries  read  by  their  creators.  What  a 
treat! Attendees were also delighted to hear San Mateo County’s 
current Poet Laureate Lisa Rosenberg read two inspiring poems, 
one of which she wrote:

                           To The Makers
I want to tell them, all of them, the living
and the dead. Not about gratitude. I want
them to know. To tell them that it happens,
years or ages after their labors. It happens
with their work in my hand, on a bowed page,
at or near the end of a phrase. A fissure
opens onto the deep lake of their making,
its slate skin and forested rim. Tools strewn
on the silty bottom: wavering shapes, soft
with life along grooves and shanks. Through this
water, through murk and sun-shaft and clear shoals,
the pressure building or falling off, they dove
and rose, time and again. Hauling, gleaning,
and leaving the lake, to make a portal from words.

- from Lisa’s new book, “A Different Physics” © 2018 Red Mountain Press 

Book Sales 
Book sales in the Friends Alcove are 
brisk, and we invite patrons to visit 
often.  If  you  are  there  on  Tuesday 
af te r noons ,  you ’ l l  meet  our 
volunteers—Sandy  Coplan,  Anna 
Lefholtz,  and  Earlyne  Mund—who 
help  keep  our  shelves  ful l  and 
inv i t ing .  We  apprec ia te  your 
donations  of  gently  used  fiction, 
nonfiction,  cookbooks,  travel,  and 
children’s books. 
Please,  no  textbooks,  manuals, 
encyclopedias, dictionaries, or books 
in  foreign  languages.  Also,  please 
bring  donations  during  regular 
library  hours  to  the  front  desk;  do 
not leave at the door. Due to limited 
space  we  cannot  accept  more  than 
four  boxes  per  donation.   Many 
thanks,

-Lin Pearlstein & Jo Ann Mitchell
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In Memory of Wendi Haskell 
Last  June  we  lost  a  very  special 
Friend and former Board President. 
Wendi  devoted  years  of  service  to 
FOPVL  as  well  as  to  many  other 
facets  of  community  life  in  Portola 
Valley.
Wendi 's  b r ight  sp i r i t  and 
compassionate  smile  have  left  us 
with  an  indelible  memory  of  a 
cherished  friend.  Her  positive 
enthusiasm and  energy  will  forever 
shine  as  an  example  of   the  ways 
vo lunteer i sm  can  enr ich  a 
community. She will not be forgotten 
by those of  us  fortunate enough to 
have worked alongside her.   

              -Gloria Knowles Rosenthal 

FOPVL Contact Information 
friendsofpvlibrary@gmail.com

Website: www.fopvl.org

Poet Laureate Lisa Rosenberg addressing poets, parents, and friends at this year’s Poetry Celebration



   “Everyone is a Maker” 
Maker  Faires,  Maker  Labs,  and  Maker 
Spaces  a re  a l l  a  v ibrant  par t  o f 
enhancing STEM (Science, Technology, 
Eng ineer ing ,  Math )  educat ion 
throughout our society. The San Mateo 
County Libraries system, including our 
Portola Valley Library, has embarked on 
a  Maker  Initiative  that  recognizes 
"Everyone is a Maker."
Among the goals of the initiative are to 
provide  hands-on,  self-guided  oppor-
tunities  to  "...create,  innovate,  and 
learn,” said Elise Washington, PV’s tech 
librarian.  These  activities  significantly 
extend our library's  purpose.  Already a 
repos i tor y  o f  knowledge  and 
information,  our  library  also  "provides 
access  to  experiences  that  ignite 
growth,"  she  continued.  As  President 
Obama  said  in  2009,  we  need  to 
"encourage young people...to be makers 
of things, not just consumers of things."
Our  library's  Calendar  of  Events  lists 
popular  Maker  Labs  that  encourage 
people  "...to  realize  with  their  hands 
what they can imagine in their minds," 
in  the  words  of  Dale  Dougherty, 
Founder, Maker Faires. A recent Maker 
Lab  called  Launch  It  provided  each 
participant  with  an  identical  set  of 
materials  with  the  goal  of  building  a 
device to launch an object. Spy Academy 
participants  used  their  code-breaking 
skills to solve a problem. At our library 
adventures are in the making!
                                                                                   

                                                                                                                                                  

Love Notes to Our Library
“Full of information, great people, and interest . . . you know you want to 
read at the library!” - Rowan Hayes, third grade poet
 “I like the computers, of course!” - Cael, a 5-year-old; and from Ronan, his 
2½ -year-old brother, “I liked the W.” 
“Our library is such a great space to take visiting grandchildren, rain or 
shine.” - Holly Dissmeyer 
“I love the library. It’s an integral part of our town center, the place where 
we gather. Sitting next to our creek, I hear the children playing there and 
the gentle flow of water while I read.” -  Danna Breen
“I love taking my young daughters to the library. They like Storytimes and 
looking through the baskets of kids’ books for sale. And, of course, playing 
near the creek. - Jenny Rosenthal 
“Special twilight musical offerings often create a supper-club atmosphere, 
great for date nights, and the price is right! Outstanding musicians and 
intimate surroundings, a rare find for those able to come by at the hours of 
performance.” - Bill Kunz, musician and FOPVL spouse
“Our PV library is an awesome gift. I have nothing but compliments and 
gratitude. It  is  stimulating  and  inspirational. It  feels  like  my  home. 
Friendly, skilled, creative and caring staff. Always ready to help, more than 
any library I have ever known. They have become my extended family. 
Events  are  enjoyable  for  different  age groups.  You can even check out 
computers  and  ukuleles. I  enjoy  participating  all  year  long  as  the 
offerings change. It makes me happy to go there so I go often.” 
- Sequoias resident
“I interviewed several Sequoia residents and discovered how many of them 
enjoy and visit our library on a regular basis, often hiking there as part of 
their  exercise  routine.  They  browse,  obtain  books  for  their  iPads  and 
kindles, and participate in the book clubs. Special requests for movies and 
even sheet music have spanned the bridge of friendship that exists among 
our communities. Our library is truly loved and appreciated by all ages!” 
- Sue Crane, FOPVL President

There’s always something going on at the library! 
Every year the Friends fund and promote programs like these:

Youngsters absorbed in the process of making
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Summer 2018 Events 
Recurring Events 

Baby Storytime:  Mondays at 11 am  (Baby Sign Language on June 4 and August 13, 20, & 27)
Toddler Storytime:  Tuesdays at 11 am
Preschool Storytime:  Fridays at 11 am

Lego Club: Second Saturday of the month at 11 am  (June 9, July 14, August 11)
Lego Lab:  Thursday, July 5 at 4 pm;  Thursday, August 2 at 4 pm

Tai Chi & Chi Kung:  Wednesdays at 10 am  in the Redwood Grove
Non-Fiction Book Club:  Third Thursday of the month at 1 pm or 6 pm (does not meet in August)

Special Events 
Taiko Drumming:  Friday, June 8 at 11 am
Insect Discovery Lab:  Monday, June 11 at 4 pm
Circus of Smiles:  Wednesday, June 13 at 4 pm
Fratello Marionettes:  Friday, June 15 at 11 am
Mariela Bilingual Music Time:  Mondays, June 18 and July 23 at 11 am
NorCal Bats:  Monday, June 18 at 4 pm
Peopleologie:  No-Tech Toys:  Monday, July 2 at 4 pm
The Beetlelady:  Mondays, July 9 and August 20 at 4 pm
Crock Pot Crafts for Kids:  Friday, July 27
African Drumming with Onye Onyemaechi:  Friday, August 3 at 11 am
Dinosaur Rocks:  Thursday, August 9 at 4 pm
Mini Comics Workshop:  Wednesday, August 29 at 2:30 pm

Please visit the San Mateo County Library’s website for more exciting events: 
https://smcl.bibliocommons.com/events/search/index
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Portola Valley Library 
Telephone:  (650) 851-0560
Website: www.smcl.org
Monday-Thursday 11 am - 7 pm
Friday, Saturday 11 am - 5 pm


